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Beggar-ticks is an annual or perennial herb with a
hairless stem that may grow to 3 feet (1 meter) in
height. The leaves are oppositely arranged, without a
obvious stalk at the base, linear to lance-shaped, from
1.5 to 6 inches (4 to 15 cm) in length and to 1.5
inches (4 cm) in width, hairless on both surfaces, and
toothed on the margin. The flowers, appearing from
August to October, have conspicuous yellow ray
flowers that are 0.5 to 1.25 inches (1.5 to 3 cm) in
length. The individual fruits have slender barbed
projections that aid in dispersal.

Distribution & Habitat
Beggar-ticks has a range throughout much of the
eastern and southern United States. In
Pennsylvania, it has been documented historically
in several southeastern and northwestern counties.
Beggar-ticks grows in marshes, swamps, and on
shorelines.
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State Status & Conservation
The PA Biological Survey (PABS) has assigned Beggar-ticks a
rarity status of Endangered. The general habitat of this species has
threats from exotic species and draining and filling.
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NatureServe conservation status ranks
G5 ─ Globally Secure; S1 ─ Critically Imperiled in Pennsylvania
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